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BAR BRIEFS
PRESIDENT'S PAGE
We are pleased to announce that President Young has approved of
our suggestion that he make use of the front page of Bar Briefs each
month for the purpose of presenting to the members of the Bar of this
State a message from the official head of the Association. Until further
notice, therefore, the cover page will be known as the President's Page.
AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION SECRETARY
The new Secretary of the American Bar Association is Mr. Win. P.
MacCracken, of the firm of Montgomery, Hart & Smith, of Chicago. His
address is 209 South LaSalle St., Chicago.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
The Executive Committee, consisting of the President, Vice-Pres-
ident, Secretary, and the following appointive members: V. R. Lovell of
Fargo; John Knauf of Jamestown; T. F. Murtha of Dickinson; Wm. Hut-
chinson of LaMoure; Horace Bagley of Towner, and G. S. Wooledge of
Minot, met at Bismarck on Oct. 6th. All members were present except
Murtha and Wooledge.
The President and Secretary were directed to edit the record of the
annual meeting, publishing the summary of remarks made on the floor,
except where the matter was of such importance as to require it to be
given verbatim.
Twelve bids for printing the 1925 Proceedings were received, opened
and considered. The bids ran from $1.85 to $4.00 per page for printing,
and from $1.50 to $9.00 for inserts. The Quick Print of Bismarck being
the lowest and 'best bidder, was awarded the contract.
Bismarck was determined upon for the place of the 1926 meeting, the
time of the meeting to be fixed later.
The Budget appropriations were made as follows:
Printing Proceedings ............................................................................... $450.00
Printing and Postage --------...................................................................... 150.00
Executive Com m ittee ............................................................................. 300.00
Americanization Committee ................................ 350.00
Probate Code Com m ittee ....................................................................... .50.00
P resident .......................................................... ......... 200-.00
Secretary-Treasurer ............................................................................... 480.00
B ar B riefs ............................... ... ........................................ 325.00
1926 M eeting ............................................... .................... 600.00
A m erican Law Institute .................................... ................................... 50.00
The matter of a Code of Ethics for the Bench was referred to the
new Committee on Bench and Bar Ethics, with directions to submit their
proposals to the Judges of the Supreme and District Courts at least 30
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days prior to the next annual meeting. The Secretary was also directed
to publish the Code filed at the 1925 meeting as an appendix to the Pro-
ceedings. This action carries out the purport of the motion, passed at the
annual meeting.
In the event of a vacancy occurring on the Bar Board for any rea-
son prior to the next meeting of the Executive Committee, the Secretary
was directed to proceed in the same manner as last year to ascertain the
choice of the Bar, the ballots to be canvassed by a special committee ap-
pointed by the President. Instructions were also given the Secretary to
formulate a resolution to cover the procedure for future recommendations
and to present the same at the 1926 meeting of the Association.
Miscellaneous routine business was also transacted at this session,
and the Committee assignments of ihe President were considered in de-
tail and approved. The Chairmen
tees are listed below:





T. L. Brouillard, Ellendale
Jurisprudence and Law Reform
T. H. Pugh, Dickinson
D. B. Holt, Fargo
Legal Aid
F. F. Wyckoff, Stanley
John Keohane, Beach
Law Enforcement
H. F. Homer, Fargo
Jos. G. Forbes, Wahpeton
Criminal Law
Geo. F. Shafer, Bismarck
Jas. P. Cain, Dickinson
Constitution and By-Laws
A. W. Aylmer, Jamestown
Torger Sinness, Devils Lake
Comparative Law
Geo. P. Homnes, Crosby
R. D. Chase, Jamestown
Uniform State Laws
H. A. Bronson, Grand Forks
H. L. Halvorson, Minot
Legal Education and Admission
Jas. A. Manly, New Rockford
Victor Wardrope, Leeds
and Vice-Chairmen of such Commit-
Federal Practice and Procedure
E. T. Conmy, Fargo
T. R. Bangs, Grand Forks
Legislation
L. R. Baird, Dickinson
L. R. Nostdal, Rugby
Bench and Bar Ethics
Chas. A. Pollock, Fargo
Frank Fisk, Williston
Compensation and Fees
A. P. Paulson, Valley City
John F. Sullivan, Mandan
American Law Institute
Geo. M. McKenna, Napoleon
0. P. Cockerill, University
Public Utilities
E. B. Goss, Minot
L. J. Palda, Jr., Minot
Judicial Council
A. G. Burr, Rugby
W. F. Burnett, Fargo
Memorials
H. A. Libby, Grand Forks
F. H. Register, Bismarck
Internal Affairs
C. S. Shippy, Hope
Geo. I. Reimestad, Bismarck
Jury Reforms
Aubrey Lawrence, Fargo
W. L. Nuessle, Bismarck
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Terms of Judges R. C. Morton, Carrington
J. H. Lewis, Minot Salaries of Judges
J. E. Gray, Grafton Robert Norheim, Alexander
Public Information * T. F. Craven, Williston
A. W. Cupler, Fargo
Benton Baker, Bismarck Powers of Judges
Citizenship ;nd Americanization W.H. Stutsman, Mandan
Clarence G. Mead, Lisbon J. J. Weeks, Bottineau
A. G. Porter, Edgeley Program 1926 Meeting
Local Organizations A. M. Christianson, Bismarck
F. T. Cuthbert, Devils Lake S. L. Nuchols, Bismarck
* This committee was appointed in response to a suggestion from
the American Bar Association, and its function will be to correct mis-
information concerning the legal profession.
WHAT IS THE FIRST STEP?
During the annual meeting of the State Bar Association we heard
frequent references in talks and addresses to the wave of crime, the in-
creasing tide of crime, the crime menace, the national scandal, et cetera.
Since our return from that meeting we have read even more than we
heard, and the same or similar phrases appeared in what we read.
The last of such articles to come to our attention is one by the Hon.
Jacob H. Hopkins, Chief Justice of the Criminal Court of Cook County,
Illinois, and because Chicago and Cook County are seldom left out of any
consideration or discussion of the general subject of crime, this article
was especially interesting.
Judge Hopkins quotes Chief Justice Taft as follows: "The adminis-
tration of criminal law in the United States is a disgrace to civilization.
(Those of you who heard Judge Amidon at the annual meeting will recall
his pronouncement that 'it is one of the fundamental failures of this
republic in government.') The prevalence of crime and fraud is due
largely to the failure of the law and its administration to bring criminals
to justice. The trial of a criminal seems like a game of chance with all
the chances in favor of the criminal, and if he escapes he seems to have
the sympathy of a sporting public."
The impression intended to be left by the learned Chicago Judge
seems to be that the trial courts and their procedure are at fault.
A column or two further on, however, we found Judge Hopkins using
the English language in this manner: "Good sense would seem to indicate
that the only concern of that Court (the appellate court) would be to
determine, after reading the record, whether the defendant was innocent
or guilty. In the opinion of this writer, that should be the only question
with which an appeal court should concern itself"; indicating, most cer-
tainly, that, in the opinion of the author, the main difficulty could and
would be overcome by selecting men with more "good sense" for the
Appellate Bench, with particular emphasis on the word "Appellate."
